
Truman Breakout Box Activity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Clues 

 
Clue #1 - Use the QR code or website link to take a look at President Trumanôs appointment 
calendar for October 25, 1945.  What time did Truman have a meeting about workplace issues 

and unions? 
 
 
 
 

Clue #2 -Why did President Truman feel that the dropping of the atomic bomb was justified?  
 

 
 
 

Clue #3 - Follow the link to listen to a recording of a speech that President Truman gave to the 
NAACP on June 29, 1947, related to Civil Rights.  In this speech Truman discusses that he has 
created a committee of citizens to look into the issues of Civil Rights.  How many citizens were 

on the committee? 
 

 
 

Clue #4 - Political cartoons often show how the public felt about President Trumanôs decisions 
and actions over time.  What direction did the public feel Truman was headed? 

 
 

 
Clue #5 -When asked later in his life what decision was the most difficult for him to make as 
president, Mr. Truman stated that it was the decision to send troops to Korea in 1950. Look at 
the video, map and photograph of Korean refugees. Then, read the letter to President Truman 
by William Banning, the father of a soldier lost during the Korean War. On the attached 
presidential stationery, write President Trumanôs response to Mr. Banning. Bring your letter to 
your teacher for a key to your lock. 
 
Final clue - Unscramble the letters in the box to find the name of the new exhibit for the Truman 
Presidential Library. Show it to your teacher to receive your reward. 
 
Hint:Return to the archivistôs desk to find one more clue to the name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Truman Breakout Box Activity 
Group __________ 

What is the solution to the lock? How did you solve the puzzle? 

Clue #1 
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Clue #3 
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Hint cards 

 

We need a hint! 

 
 

We need a hint! 

 

We need a hint! 

 
 
 

We need a hint! 

 

 



 

 

Clue 1 
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Ą 
Source Information: Appointment Calendar of President Harry S. Truman, October 25, 1945. 
Connelly Files - Daily Presidential Appointments, 1945-1952. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/calendar/main.php?currYear=1945&currMonth=10&currDay=25
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/calendar/main.php?currYear=1945&currMonth=10&currDay=25


Clue 2  

 

 

 
Source: Correspondence between Harry S. Truman and Samuel Cavert, August 11, 1945. Truman 
Library. Truman Papers, Official File. 692-A: Manhattan Project. 
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documenti
d=11&pagenumber=1 
 

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentid=11&pagenumber=1
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentid=11&pagenumber=1


 
 
  



 

 
Source: Press release by the White House, August 6, 1945.Truman Library. Ayers Papers, Subject File. 
Army U. S., Press releases, the atomic bomb and atomic energy. (Page 1,2). 
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documenti
d=59&pagenumber=1 
 

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentid=59&pagenumber=1
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentid=59&pagenumber=1


Clue 3 
 
 
 Listen to SR64-54. Washington, DC, Lincoln Memorial - Address before the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (12 min., 37 sec.). Recorded by: Columbia 
Broadcasting System. 
 
 
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/dbq/docs/civilrights/TrumanCivilRights_NAACP.mp3 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/dbq/docs/civilrights/TrumanCivilRights_NAACP.mp3


Clue 4 
 

 

Description: Daniel Fitzpatrickôs cartoon entitled ñAll This and Brickbats, Too?ò shows the 
various domestic and foreign policy issues that Truman faced. 
 
Source: SHS St. Louis Post-Dispatch Editorial Cartoon Collection, March 26, 1948 
https://shsmo.org/historicmissourians/name/t/trumanh/index.html 

 

 
  

https://shsmo.org/historicmissourians/name/t/trumanh/index.html


https://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/view.php?id=69931

